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Bedford and Milton Keynes Waterway Consortium
Meeting Six
Monday, 12 November 2012
Room 105, Borough Hall, Cauldwell Street, Bedford, NK42 9AP
Meeting Notes
	Present

	Dave Hodgson
	Mayor of Bedford (Chair)

	Nick Webb
	Chief Executive, Marston Vale Trust

	James Clifton
	Enterprise Manager, Canal and River Trust

	Erin Witcomb-Vos
	Team Leader, Anglian Waterways Partnership & Development, Environment Agency

	Graham Mabbutt
	Chair, Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust

	Drew Marchant
	Director, Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterways Trust

	David Fowler
	Chair, B&MKW Bedford and Marston Vale Steering Group

	Paul Vann
	Economic Development Manager - Growth, Bedford Borough Council

	Apologies
	

	Cllr Tony Brown
	Deputy Portfolio Holder for Sustainable Communities, Central Bedfordshire Council

	Andy Lewis
	Economic Growth Team Leader, Central Bedfordshire Council

	Nick Fenwick
	Assistant Director of Planning, Milton Keynes Council

	Paul Hammond
	Area Manager, Homes and Communities Agency


	Who
	When
	Action Points and Notes

	PV


	for next agenda
	1  Welcome, Introductions and Apologies

The Chair welcomed those present to Borough Hall.  Introductions were made. Apologies were noted (see above). DH suggested for the next agenda an item to elect a new Chair to encourage engagement.

	DH/PV
	by end 2012
	2  Minutes of Previous Meeting (11/06/12) and Matters Arising not elsewhere on the agenda

PV noted the outstanding discussion about accessing the balance from the Watercycle Strategy GAF project for further waterway support work purposes.

	PV
PV


	asap
asap
	3.  Membership and Terms of Reference Matters

PV noted that a few minor changes to the Consortium’s Terms of Reference had been made and that HE engagement had been limited.

GM had had contact with Cranfield University re Broughton Brook. JC had contact with the University of Bedfordshire. PV asked to provide info to encourage engagement. ‘Only 2 meetings pa’.  ‘Can you think of someone else’ option. New Head of Education at University of Bedfordshire noted.
Terms of reference being circulated within CRT and EA. GM noted wider than implied actual role of BMKWT. Limited participation of some Consortium members noted.

Revised ToR were agreed subject to the above. Overall date to be included and when reps were in position.

	
	
	4. No Item

	PV
	asap

	5.  Major Events

BMKWT Annual Partnership Conference

GM reported on c.100 strong attendance, 37 organisations represented, inspiring presentation by Jim Stirling (happy to help BMKW). Some would have welcomed more networking time.
GM noted James Stirling, CRT Director and previous Falkirk Wheel role, speaking at Partnership Conference on 2nd November at Open University, MK.

Bedford Waterspace Study One Year On
PV to check Biddenham PC contacted
Naming (and Registration) of Boat (February 2013)

GM noted competition for this, sponsorship by BID with PR by Jacqui Manners

	DH
PV
	by end 2012
asap
	6. Delivery Opportunities/Issues

A. Development Related

Covanta

Consortium’s ‘neutral’ position re Covanta proposal noted but requiring waterway delivery elements in Green Lane area should it be allowed. Waterway evidence likely to be heard late November.
Fields Road, Wootton, and Bedford Bypass

The issue of cost of preliminary work (design, newt licence, other ecology, archaeology etc) to enable cut of waterway north and south of Fields Road was noted along with timing to enable use for A428-A6 Bedford Bypass Link. Possible MSc student input touched on but potential difficulties of this too. PV to pursue funding potential. It was noted this problem did not apply to MVIP Phase 1 where fill was required on site. DH logged the mid December deadline for Bypass CPO objections – two expected.

Section F, MK

NF noted Gallaghers shed preference so moving route to run alongside M1. Condition that they dug channel but route would run through HA owned wood. High pressure gas main presence also noted. Issue needed discussion with Tony Gallagher. Underpass of A421 also required. Old route shown on A to Z. DH to make MK contact

B. Funding Potential

CIL interest logged though wide ranging pressures on CIL noted. GAF issue previously noted. Unsuccessful WREN bid noted. GM mentioned ‘Paths for Communities’ funding. PV to make contact with Andy Knight of SUSTRANS.

	
	
	7.  Project Progress
A.  Milton Keynes Waterway Park Steering Group

GM reported on this.

Waterway route was confirmed in the Core Strategy

Looking at alternative route ‘C3’ for Willen Lake to Broughton Brook section. Funding was needed for line and level work.

MKC had offered £5k for study of Broughton Brook length. Awaiting Halcrow response.

Magna Park and Strategic reserve area discussed previously.

B.  Bedford and Marston Vale Waterway Parks Steering Group

DF reported on this.

Will to deliver Ridgmont Station car park location switch and reserving of ‘swamp’ for waterway basin.

Resource needed to assess whole route over Brogborough Hill. Marston Gate fire related water supply alternative noted.

Station Road, Marston Moretaine, issue to address. Work to be commissioned from Halcrow.

Kimberley potential school cycle access requirements and Wingfield purchase of island site in Kempston noted.

Alternatives to Bletchley line overbridge issue discussed.

	
	
	8.  Consortium Member Other News and Updates

None

	
	 
	9.  Other Items for This/Future Meetings

None other than decision re election of new chair previously recorded.

	PV

	asap

	10.  PR and Media

A. Web Site - Issue re link to Consortium web site and broken Watercycle Startegy link noted. PV to check out.

B. Press Coverage/Opportunities – BoS coverage of Annual Partnership Conference and radio interview re Willen Lake Lock. Expected MK News feature re lock. Limited links with Times and Citizen papers. Press material/contacts underway re February Community Boat naming/registering

	PV
	asap
	11.  Date, Time and Venue of the Next Meeting

No elections in May so May OK. PV to identify and circulate a couple of possible dates/times. MKC to host. 
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